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(Above, St Euphemia) 
 

SYNAXARION: Euphemia the Great Mar tyr ; The All-Praised Olga, Equal-To-The-Apostles, Princess of Kiev; 
Nektarios the New Martyr; Sophrony the Athonite of Essex; Nicodemos the New Martyr of Mt. Athos; 
 

Apolytikion of the Week (2 Mode): When You descended to the realm of death, You as Life immortal, r endered 
to Hades a mortal blow, through Your Divine Radiance. And when You, from the depths of Hades and the darkness 
below, did raise the dead all the powers of heaven did proclaim and cry out: O life-giving Christ and our God we give 
glory.   
 

Apolytikion for St. Euphemia (3 Mode): To the Orthodox you brought elation, * to the heretics, humiliation, * 
lovely virgin of Christ, St. Euphemia. * For you confirmed what the Fathers decreed as true * during the Fourth holy 
Council in Chalcedon. * We entreat you now, O glorious Martyr, pray for us * to Christ our God to grant us the great 
mercy  
 

Apolytikion of St. John: The memory of the just is observed with hymns of praise; for  you O Forerunner  the 
witness of the Lord is sufficient.  You have proved to be truly more venerable than the prophets.  Since you were 
granted to baptize in the river, the One Whom they proclaimed.  Therefore, you strove for truth, proclaiming with joy 
the Good News, even to those in Hades: that God was manifested in the flesh, and takes away the sins of the world, 
and grants to us His great mercy. 
 

Kontakion (Mode 2): A protection of Chr istians unshamable, intercessor  to our  Holy Maker  unwaver ing, reject 
not, the prayerful cries of those who are in sin.  Instead, come to us for you are good, your loving help bring unto us, 
who are crying in faith to you.  Hasten to intercede and speed now to supplicate, as a protection for all time, Theoto-
kos for those who honor you. 



 Readings for St Euphemia 
Epistle Reading is from St. Paul's 2nd Letter to the Corinthians 
6:1-10 
Brethren, working together with him, we entreat you not to accept the grace of God in vain. For he 
says, "At the acceptable time I have listened to you, and helped you on the day of salvation." Behold, 
now is the acceptable time; behold, now is the day of salvation. We put no obstacle in any one's way, 
so that no fault may be found with our ministry, but as servants of God we commend ourselves in 
every way: through great endurance, in afflictions, hardships, calamities, beatings, imprisonments, 
tumults, labors, watching, hunger; by purity, knowledge, forbearance, kindness, the Holy Spirit, gen-
uine love, truthful speech, and the power of God; with the weapons of righteousness for the right 
hand and for the left; in honor and dishonor, in ill repute and good repute. We are treated as impos-
tors, and yet are true; as unknown, and yet well known; as dying, and behold we live; as punished, 
and yet not killed; as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as having noth-
ing, and yet possessing everything.  

 

Gospel Reading is from Matthew 6:22-33 
The Lord said, "The eye is the lamp of the body. So, if your eye is sound, your whole body will be 
full of light; but if your eye is not sound, your whole body will be full of darkness. If then the light in 
you is darkness, how great is the darkness! No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the 
one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God 
and mammon. Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious about your life, what you shall eat or what you 
shall drink, nor about your body, what you shall put on. Is not life more than food, and the body more 
than clothing? Look at the birds of the air: they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet 
your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they? And which of you by being 
anxious can add one cubit to his span of life? And why are you anxious about clothing? Consider the 
lilies of the field, how they grow; they neither toil nor spin; yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his 
glory was not arrayed like one of these. But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which today is 
alive and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he not much more clothe you, O men of little faith? 
Therefore do not be anxious, saying, 'What shall we eat?' or 'What shall we drink?' or 'What shall we 
wear? For the Gentiles seek all these things; and your heavenly Father knows you need them all. But 
seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things shall be yours as well."  

Happy Birthday  

and Happy Nameday! 
If you want to make sure we have your birthdate on file, please call the office.  

Birthdays 
 

Thomas Cardy—July 11 
Andrew Mellen—July 11 

Alexandra Peters—July 11 
Nicholas Apostoleres—July 13 

Frances Bedan—July 13 
Nicole Leontsinis—July 13 
Dimitri Ameres—July 14 

George T. Apostolos—July 14 
Emma Nicolaou—July 14 

Ellen Skijus—July 14 
Cara Findlay—July 15 

Dora Koudouna—July 15 
Dimitrios Langas—July 15 

Imad Hanhan—July 16 
Simon Anderson—July 17 
Lauren Falliereas—July 17 

Julia Pierroutsakos—July 17 

Namedays 
 

Efimia, Olga—July 
11 

Verenic, Veronica—
July 12 

Iliofotos, Sarah—
July 13 

Ankylas, Nikodi-
mos—July 14 

Julitta, Kirikos, Vla-
dimir—July 15 

Download Our St. John the Baptist App Today! 
Stay Updated With Push Notifications  

Access Our Parish’s Resources With Just One Click 

Available on Apple, Android, and Amazon Devices 

Contact Fr. John Stefero for Pastoral Emergencies   
 

From June 28 to July 24, Fr. Stavros will be 

away—For any pastoral emergencies, 

please contact Fr. John Stefero  

at 678-637-4425 

https://apps.apple.com/app/id1525304313?ign-mpt=uo%3D4
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B08DX982VB/ref=mas_dl
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.subsplashconsulting.s_K4SK9W&referrer=utm_source%3Dsubsplash%26utm_content%3DeyJoYW5kbGVyIjoiYXBwIiwiYXBwa2V5IjoiSzRTSzlXIn0=


Sunday, July 11  St. Euphemia 
     Orthros 8:45 a.m.  Divine Liturgy 10:00 a.m. 
 
Monday, July 12  Bible Study   6:30 p.m. 
 
Thursday, July 15  Collegian Night  6:30 p.m.  
 
Sunday, July 18  3rd Sunday of Matthew 
     Orthros 8:45 a.m.  Divine Liturgy 10:00 a.m. 

Upcoming Services & Events 

Fifty-Two Verses in Fifty-Two Weeks: The Bible Project 
July 11-17 

 

You shall not make for yourself a graven image, or any likeness of anything that is in heaven above, 
or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth; you shall not bow down to 

them or serve them. Exodus 20: 4-5  
 

Once a month we will focus on one of the Ten Commandments. This month we focus on the Second 
Commandment, which is to not make graven images and worship them. Over the centuries, people 
have argued that having icons in churches violates this Commandment, though it doesn’t. Because 
for the Orthodox, they are not graven or empty images but images of holiness. Many people hang 
pictures of their families on the walls of their homes. Does this violate the Second Commandment? 
No, because we put up pictures of our families in order to honor them. What about pictures of ath-
letes? Here is where you might argue there is a problem. We put up pictures of people we don’t know 
because we “idolize” them. This is what we are not supposed to do, to make an idol out of something 
or someone. It’s actually important that we put icons on our walls, as a reminder that we should be 
seeking to emulate the Lord, the Virgin Mary and the saints more than movie stars and athletes or 
even our own families. There is nothing sinful about decorating a room with pictures of athletes or 
music artists. What is wrong is when see to imitate these people but we forget to imitate the Lord and 
the saints.   

Stewardship 2021 Update 
As of Thursday, July 8, we have received 310 stewardship forms,  

with a pledged amount of $471,468.00 for 2021. 

Don’t forget to fill out your form  and send it into the office! 



Update and Announcements 

Sunday, July 11, St. Euphemia—St. Euphemia was martyred for her Christian faith in 
the year 303. At the 4th Ecumenical Council in the year 451 in Chalcedon, there was a 
dispute over the two natures of Christ. The bishops at the council argued over two doc-
trines about Christ. They then put each doctrine on a scroll and opening the tomb of St. 
Euphemia, placed both scrolls in her hands. After three days, the tomb was opened and 
the scroll of the correct teaching of the two natures of Christ was in her right hand, while 
the scroll about Christ having only one nature was at her feet.  
 

St. John’s Bookstore- Have you set up an icon corner in your home as a place for fami-
ly worship?  Our bookstore has a wide variety of appropriate items including censers, in-
cense, charcoal, oil lamps and wicks, and of course, icons.  St. John Chrysostom spoke 
about how we are to make our homes "little churches".  Setting up a designated area in 
your home for prayer and meditation is a great start.  
 

Looking for Ushers — We are looking for more ushers to help at the Divine Services of 
our church. If you are interested, please email Fr. Stavros at frstav@gmail.com.  
 

Monday Night Bible Study with Charlie — will be had on July 12 and conclude on 
July 19. 
 

Women’s Bible Study—We will be on hiatus until late August/early September.  
 

Tuesday Book Study — RESUMES with two more sessions: July 13 & 20. 
 

Mark Your Calendars for Community Outreach—Our Community Outreach would 
love for you to help out! Mark your Calendars for July 17. As we read the Acts of the 
Apostles and remember the ministry of the early Christians “serving trables”, let us be-
come as the early Church and feed those hurting in our city! This ministry meets every 
3rd Saturday of the month at First Presbyterian Church from 8:00 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. Be 
sure to contact Greg Melton for details (813-967-2074 or gmelt12@gmail.com) 

Prayer List: Lord Jesus Christ, Physician of our Souls and Bodies, visit and heal your servants: 
Constantinos & Kalotina Klimis; Christine Alex, June; Lillian Thomas; Scotty; Desi Serriera; Ashley 
Kladakis; Dora Kallas, Kathy & Andrew Bouzinekis; Anastasia; Amanda, Andrew, Colton, Miranda, 
Charlotte Elizabeth, Nuha, Nabeel, Michael, Amal, John, Elaine,  Olga, Virginia Georgiou, Ron My-
er, Toula Tsaros,  Fr. Pat Legato, Nellie Pringle, Yolanda Webb, Angela Bougas, Tony Ekonomou, 
Ron, Jason Vickers, Rex Garrison, Tina Chakonas, Ann Demas, Alex Martinez, Adriana Martinez, 
Aaron Martinez, Christina Noel Kouzes Houck, Evangeline Xeroteres, Nichole Ross, Daniel Ross, 
Daniella Ross, Ashley Henderson, Natalie Henderson, Chris, Debbie, James, Avery, Lily, Jacob, Jes-
se, Ann, Rosario, Antonia Caffentzis, Alissa, John, Angela, Joey, Christine Scourtes, Steven, Matthew 
& Family, Phyllis, John Zelatis, Reagan, Peter Zaharis, Alexandra Ferrarolis, Leon & Despina Bo-
tham, Cindy Xenick, Mary Ellen Evdemon, Marie Sofia Panagopoulos, Maria Hursey, Chris 
Vamvakias, John Myer, Mike Trimis, Robert and Alice Stoccardo, John Alexander, Michael Romero, 
George Hambos, Dean Kondilis and Family, Bill and Nancy Manikas, Patricia Costello, Anastasia 
Smyrnakis, Ekaterina & Anna Shushaalykova, Dora Koudouna, Ana Mourer, Debbie Phelps, Mary 
Voykin, David Voykin, Anne Sakellaris, Denise Badrane, Sia Blankenship, Don Payne, Zhana 
Temelkova, Stanislava Terzieva, James, Jude and all victims of war, terrorism, crime, natural disas-
ter, and all of whom we are unaware. 






